A GRAMMAR OF 


THE 




E. 

£ is the letter which occurs moll frequently in the Englilh lan- 


guage. 

^ E is long, as in fcene -, or fhort, as in cellar, fe par ate, 

celebrate , men , then. 

It is always Ihort before a double confonant, or two 
ccnionants, relent , medlar , reptile , ferpent , cellar , ceffa- 
tion , bleffmg , fell , felling, debt. 

E is always mute at the end of a word, except in mo- 
nofyllables that have no other vowel, as the ; or proper 
names, as Penelope, Phebe , Derbe -, being ufed to mo- 
dify the foregoing confonant, as Jince, once, hedge, 
oblige ; or to lengthen the preceding vowel, as ban, 
borne ; can , cane ; pin , pine \ tun, tune ; rob, robe ; pop, 
pope -, fir, fire cur ,‘ cure tub , tube. 


. ^lmoft all words which now terminate in confonants ended an- 
ciently in e, as year, years ; wildnefs, wildneffe ; which e probably had 
the force of the French e feminine, and conflituted a fyllable with its 
a/Tociate confonant ; for, in old editions, words are fometimes di- 
vided thus, clea-re, feble , knoviled-ge . This e was perhaps for a time 
vocal or filent in poetry as convenience required ; but it has been 
long wholly mute. Camden calls it the filent e . 

It does not always lengthen the foregoing vowel, as 
glove, live , give. 

It has fometimes in the end of words a found ob- 
fcure, and fcarcely perceptible, as open, Jhapen, Jhotten, 
thijlle, participle , metre, lucre. 

E forms a diphthong with a, as near ; with i, as 
deign , receive ; and with u or w, as new , flew. 

Ea founds like e long, as mean ; or like ee, as dear, 
clear, near. 

Ei is founded like e long, as feize, perceiving, 
hu founds as it long and foft. 

E, a , u are combined in beauty and its derivatives, but 
have only the found of u. 

E may be laid to form a diphthong by reduplication 

as agree, fleeping. ’ 

E° is found in yeomen, where it is founded as e Ihort : and in Peoite 
where it is pronounced like ee. 

I. 

I has a found, long, as fine and Ihort, as fin. 

That is eminently obfcrvable in i, which may belikewife remarked 
in other letters, that the ihort found is not the long found conti acted 
but a found wholly different. 1 * 

The long found in monofyllables is always marked by 
the e final, as thin, thine. ' 

1 is often founded before r as a fhort u -, as flirt, firft , 
Jhirt • 

It forms a diphthong only with e, as field , Meld 

which is founded as the double ee -, except friend, which 
is founded as fund. 

7 is joined with eu in lieu, and ew in vie w ; which triphthongs are 
lounded as the open u. 

o. 


O is long, as bone, cbedient, corrodinr « or fhort as 
block, knock , oblique. Ml. ’ S 

Women is pronounced wimen. 

The ihort o has fometimes the found of a clofe u, as fan, come. 

O coalefces into a diphthong with a, as moan, groan 
approach \ oa has the found of o long. 9 

O is united to e in fome words derived from 

but * being not an Englifh diphthong, they are better written" as 
they are founded, with only e, economy. 

^ ith as oil 9 foil , moil} Moifome, 

This coalition of letters feems to unite the founds of the two let- 
ters as far as two founds can be united without being deftroved and 

therefore approaches more nearly than any combination in our tongue 
to the notion of a diphthong. ° 

With o , as boot, hoot, cooler-, co has the found of the 
Italian u. 

Vv ith « or TO, as oar, power, flower ; but in fome 
words has only the found of o long, as in flout, bowl, 
f<W : gt GW Theie dmerent founds are ufed to diftino-uilh 
different figurations ; as bow, an inftrument for foot- 
ing ; bow, a depreffion of the head : flow, the lhe of a 
boar ; flow, to fcatter feed : bowl, an orbicular body : 

Ou is fometimes pronounced like * foft, as court ; 

fometimes like o fhort, as cough-, fometimes like u clofe 

as could • or u open, as rough, tough -, which life only 
can teach. ' 


On is frequently ufed in the laft fyllable of words which in Lati 
end in or , and are made Englifh, as honour , labour, favour, from b 0 
nor , labor , favor . 

Some late innovators have ejedted the u, without confidering that 
the laft fyllable gives the found neither of or nor ur, but a found be- 
tween them, if not compounded of both; befides that they are pro- 
bably derived to us from the French nouns in eur, as honeur, favcur 

u. 

U is long in life, confiifion -, or fhort, as us, concitf. 

Jion. 

It coalefces with a, e , i, o ; but has rather in thefe 
combinations the force of the w confonant, as quaff, 
queft, quit , quite, languifh ; fometimes in ui the i J 0 fe$ 
its found, as in juice. It is fometimes mute before a, e 
i, % as guard, gueft, guife, buy. ’ 

U is followed by e in virtue, but the e has no found, 

Ue is fometimes mute at the end of a word, in imitation of the 
French, as prorogue, fynagogue, plague, vague, harangue. 

Y. 

r is a vowel, which, as Quintilian obferves of one 
of the Roman letters, we might want without inconve 
mence, but that we have it. It fupplies the place of 
1 at ^e end of words, as thy ; before an i , as dyim ■ 
and is commonly retained in derivative words where it 
was part of a diphthong in the primitive ; as defiroy Je- 
ffrey er betray, betrayed, betrayer ; pray, prayer fay 
flayer ; day, days. 5 ' • r ’ 

V being the Saxon vowel y, which was commonly ufed where i I, 
now put, occurs very frequently in all old books. 

General Rules. 

A vowel in the beginning or middle fyllable, before 
two confonants, is commonly fhort, as opportunity. 

In monofyllables a fingle vowel before a finale confo. 
nant is fhort, as flag, frog. ° 

Of CONSONANTS. 

B. 

B has one unvaried found, fuch as it obtains in other 
languages. 

It is mute in debt, debtor, fub tie, doubt, lamb, limb, 
dumb, thumb} climb} comb} womb . 

It is ufed before l and r , as black, brovun, 

c. 

C has before e and i the found of/ ; as fmcerely , cen - 
trick, century, circular, ciftern, city, ficcity ; before ,, 
and u, it founds like k, as calm, concavity, copper , in- 
corporate, curiofity, concupifcence. 

C might be omitted in the language without lofs, fince one of its 
ounds might be fupphed by f, and the other by k, but that h pre- 

0f Ws - from Jaciei, %. 

Cb lias a found which is analyfed into tjb, as church 
chin, crutch. It is the fame found which the Italians 
give to tjie cfimple before i and e, as citta, cerro. 

Lh is lounded like k in words derived from the Greek 
as chymifl, fcheme, choler. Arch is commonly founded 
ark before a vowel, as archangel and with the Ennlifh 
lound or ch before a confonantj as circhbifhop. 

chine', faff French word3 not >' et alTimilated, founds like/, as 

fore wewrS 7 never ends a word ; there 

word T rL /f b ° Ck> WhlCh Were ori S«ally/Vf f , blade, in fuch 
woras. c is now mute. 

It is ufed before l and r, as clock, cro/s. 

D 

Is uniform in its found, as death, diligent. 

It is ufed before r, as draw, drefi ; and w, as dwell. 

F. 

. F ' th ° u S^ h , avin g a name beginning with a vowel, it 
is numbered by the grammarians • among the femi- 

' ov f. s > y e ^ has this quality of a mute, that it is com- 
modioufly founded before a liquid, as fiajk, fly, freckle. 

It has an unvanable found, except that 0 / is fometimes 
ipoken nearly as ov. 

G. 

G has two founds, one hard, as in gay, go, gun ; the 
other foft, as in gem, giant. 6 J ’ * 5 * ’ 


At 




ENGLISH 

At the end of a word it is always hard, ring, fnug, 
[on?* frog* 

Before e and i the found is uncertain. 

G before , is foft, as gem, ^ / orc | ’ 

S„| before , 

at the end of words, as finget . 

G is mute before n, as gnajh, flgn, foreign. 

G before i is hard, as give, except in giant, gtgantick, 
gibbet, gibe, giblets, giles, gill, gW™er, gin, ginger, 

^Ghf the beginning of a word has the found of the 
hard 1 , as ghojlly i in the middle, and fometimes at the 
end, I! is quite filent, as though, right, fought, fpoken 

iho \ rite* [out 6. 7 7 

It has often at the end the found of /, as ffj » 
whence laughter retains the fame found in the middle ; 
cough, trough, feugh, tough, enough, flough. 

It is not to be doubted, but that in the Original pronunciation gh 
had the force of a confonant, deeply guttural, which is Hill conti- 
nued among the Scotch. 

G is ufed before h, l, and r. 

H. 

H is a note of afpiration, and ihows that the following 
vowel muft be pronounced with a ftrong emiflion of the 
breath, at hat, horfe. 

It feldom, perhaps never, begins any but the firit 
fyllable, in which it is always founded with a full 
breath, except in heir, herb, heftier, honour, humble, 
honeft, humour , and their derivatives. 

J. 

j confonant founds uniformly like the fo kg, and is 
therefore a letter ufelels, except in etymology, as eja- 
culation, jefler, jocund, juice. 

K: 

K has the found of hard c , and is ufed before e and /, 
where, according to Englifh analogy, c would be foft, 
as kept, king, jkirt , fkcptick, for lo it fhould be written, 
not fceptick. 

It is ufed before n , as In til, knot, but totally lofes Its found. 

K is never “doubled ; but c is ufed before it to fhorten 
the vowel by a double conlonant, as cockle , p: kle. 

L. 

L has in Englifh the fame liquid found as in other 
languages* 

The cuftom is to double the / at the end of monofyllab ! es, as kill, 
will, full Thefe words were originally written kille, vdille, ful/e; 
and when the e hrft grew filent, and was afterwards omitted, the 
U was retained, to give force, according to the analogy of our lan- 
guage, to the foregoing vowel. 

L is fometimes mute, as in calf, half, halves , calves, 
could, would, fhould, pfalm, talk , falmon, falcon. 

The Saxon, who delighted in guttural founds, fometimes afpira-ed 
the / at the beginning of words, as hlap, * loaf, or bread-, hlapuns, 
a lord ; but this pronunciation is now diiufed. 

Le at the end of words is pronounced like a weak el, 
in which the e is almoft mute, as table, flouttle. * 

M. 

M has always the fame found, 
mental. 


as murmur, montt- 


N. 

N has always the fame found, as noble , manners. 

N is fometimes mute after m, as damn, condemn, 
hymn. 

% 

P. 

P has always the fame found, which the Welfh and 
Germans confound with B. 

P is fometimes mute, as in pfalm, and between m and 
t, as tempt. 

' J) h r ' s , uled f°f f} n words derived from the Greek, as 
philofopher, philanthropy , Philip. 

Q. 

anT’bS hl ? thC j h aIwa y $ Allowed by «, 

a has a found which our Saxon anceflors well ex- 


tongue. 

preffed by c P , cw, as quadrant, queen, equeftnay, qialt, 
enquiry, quire, quotidian. $u is never followed by u 

Vis fometimes founded, in words derived from 
the French, like k, as conquer, liquor, rifque, cheque). 

R. 

R has the fame rough fnarling found as in other 
tongues. 

The Saxons ufed often to put h before it, as before l at the be- 

ufed "inf Words derived from the Greek, as myrrh, myrrhine, 
catarrhous, rheum, rheumatick, rhyme. . . 

Re, at the end of fome words derived from the Latin 
or French, is pronounced like a weak tr, as theatre , 

fepulchre. 

S has a hilling found, as fibilation , After. 

A fingle r feldom ends any word, except the third perfon of verbs, 
a slows, grows-, and the plurals of nouns, as trees, hufbes, difrefes 
the pronouns this, his, ours, yours, us-, the adverb thus ; and words 
derived frem Latin, as rebus, far plus ; the dole being always either 
in fe, as houfe, hoife, or in Js, as graft, arejs, blijs, lejs, ancient y 

graft’, drejfe. 

S fingle, at the end of words, has a grofler found, 
like that of z, as trees, eyes , except this , thus, us, rebus, 
furplus. 

It founds like z before ion, if a vowel goes before, 
as intrufion -, and like f, if it follows a cOnionant, as 

converfion. 

It founds like z before e mute, as refufe, and before 
y final, as rofy -, and in thofe words, bofom, deftre, voift- 
dom, prifon, prifoner, prefent, prefent, damfel , cafement. 

It is the peculiar quality of /, that it may be founded before all 
confonants, except x and z, in which f is comprifed, x being only 
ks, and z a hard or grofs f. This / is therefore termed by gram- 
marians flee poteflatis liter a ; the real'on of which the learned Dr. 
Clarke erroneouily fuppofed to be, that in fome words it might be 
doubled at pleafure. Thus we find in fever al languages : 

Z£i*»?w, fcatter, fdegno, fdrucciolo, ffaxellare, cflpi, fgomlrare, 
fgranare, Jhake, flumber, fmell, jlrife, jpace, fplendour, fprtng, fqueeze, 
JCrew, ftp, flrength, Jlramen, Jventura, j well. 

S is mute in ij le, ifland, demefne, vifeount. 

T. 

T has its cuftomary found, as take, temptation. 

Ti before a vowel has the found of ft, as fahation, 
except an f goes before, as queftion , excepting like- 
wife derivatives from y, as mighty , 'mightier. 

Ph has two founds ; the one foft, as thus, whether ; 
the other hard, as thing, think. The found is foft in 
thefe words, then, thence, and there, with their deriva- 
tives and compounds, that, thefe , thou, thee , thy , thine, 
their, they , this , thefe , them, though, thus , and in all 
words between two vowels, as father , whether ; and be- 
ween r and a vowel, as burthen. 

In other words it is hard, as thick, thunder , faith , 
faithful. Where it is foftened at the end of a word, an e 
filent muft be added, as breath , breathe -, cloth, clothe. 

V. 

V has a found of near affinity to that of /, vain, 

vanity. 

From / in the Iflandick alphabet, vi is only dillinguilhed by a dia- 
critical point. } 

w. 

Of VO, which in diphthongs is often an undoubted 
vowel, fome grammarians have doubted whether it 
ever be a confonant •, and not rather as it is called a 
double u or ou, as water may be rcfolved into ouater ; 
but letters of the fame found are always reckoned confo- 
nants in other alphabets : and it may be oblerved, that 
w follows a vowel without any hiatus or difficulty of 
utterance, as frofty winter. 

Wh has a found accounted peculiar to the Enp-iifh, 
which the Saxons better expreffed by hp, hw, as what , 
whence, whiting ; in whore only, and fometimes in 
wholefome, wh is founded like a hmple h. 

X. 

X begins no Englifh word ; it has the found of ks, 
as axle, extraneous. . ( 

Y. 

T ; when it follows a confonant, is a vowel j when it 
precedes either vowel or diphthong, is a confonant, 

- > e > 
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